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prevent him from being a realist and a man of action.
But he had been a witness of the wars of religion and
he,knew too well their horrors not to realize the dangers
which might threaten a colony divided from its very
beginning over questions of theology, or religious prac-
tices. "Iwo opposed religions," he had already
written, "are never a very great witness for the glory
of God among infidels whom one wishes to convert."2
The colony was founded by Frenchmen who were the
eldest sons of the Church; then the colonists must be
Catholics. They would have to be chosen with the
greatest of care, with special emphasis on their doc-
trine and their morals, since, at that time, French
expansion could not be considered apart from mis-
sionary action among the infidels. For the founder
of Quebec, as for the greater part of those who suc-
ceeded him at the head of New France, colonization
and conversion must march hand in hand, must com-
plement one another, and do no violence one to the
other.

Champlain explored the country hoping to find a
passage to the Western Sea and thus increase the terri-
tories of France. "Yet he did not slacken for a single
moment in the religious zeal which urged him on to
convert the heathen. What did he wish for his King?
Only that His Majesty might be permitted "some day
to do much for the service of God, his own greatness,
and the well being of his people, by bringing a few poor
souls to the knowledge of our faith and to the enjoy-
ment of heaven." In similar words he explained his
hopes to the King himself in the preface to the third
book of his voyages for the years 1615-18, "Should,

2 Les Voyages de Chamflain^ Vol. II.    Quebec, 1870.